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NAEP

Average NAEP 4th Grade Reading Scores,
Florida and Michigan 1992-2009
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Percentage of Florida and Michigan Students Scoring at the "Basic" or Better
level on NAEP's 4th Grade Reading, 1992 and 2009
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NAEP

Percentage of Florida and Michigan Students Scoring at the Advanced level
on NAEP's 4th Grade Reading,
1992 and 2009

9%

| 8%

6%
5%
4% |
2%
1%

0%

m Michigan = Florida



wJaojay uonesnpy
19)}y pue aiojag :eplo|d

uoneInpH Ul

10} UOT{RPUNO]



National Assessment of Educational Progress
Florida on the NAEP

1998 ; 2009
4t & 8t graders scored | | gmgagn graders SCOF ed

oo the bottom nationally above national aver aqe |
in reading and math ' readlng-w it

g graders scored
above national average
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Florida Reforms 1999-2011
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A — F School Grades

Rewards for Results and Opting Out of Failure

Promotion and Graduation Requirements

Funding for Student Success

Quality Educators

* Choices, Choices, Choices (charter, private, digital)
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Measuring Student Learning

Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT)
— Aligned with state academic standards
— Subjects: Reading, Math, Writing and Science

Testing expanded from 3 subjects in 3 grades to:

— In 2001, Reading and Math expanded to all grades 3 to 10
— In 2003, Science added to grades 5, 8 and 11
— Writing in grades 4, 8 and 10

Performance Levels

_ Below Below Grade Above |
_ Grade Grade Level Cradle
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School Grades: A-F

* School Grade is based solely* on students’ performance on the
FCAT.

* Proficiency / Achievement: 50% of the grade
— Percent of all students performing on grade level

* Progress /Learning Gains: 50% of the grade

— Percent of students learning a year's worth of knowledge,
regardless of whether they are on grade level

— Percent of lowest performing 25 percent students who are making
a year's worth of progress

*In 2010, high school grades began including graduation rates, at-risk student graduation rates,
acceleration rates, college readiness rates
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Sunshine Middle School

Math Writing Scrence
Proficiency Proficiency Proficiency Proficiency
63% 59% 90% 51%
Progress Progress
(all students) (all students)
66% 68%
008 points = B
Progress Progress
(lowest 25%) (lowest 25%)
57% 54%
2 £ fcéﬁence
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Results of Florida A+ Plan
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School Grades in Florida 1999-2009
Number of A & B versus D & F schools
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Rewards and Consequences
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Options Out of a Failing School

Opportunity Scholarships (1999 - 2006):

Eligibility: students in schools that earned an F for 2 out of 4 years

« Choices:
— A higher performing public school within the district

— A higher performing public school in an adjacent district, with space
available

— A participating private school

* Funding: scholarship equal to public school funding or private school tuition
and fees, whichever is less.

-+ Status: Ruled unconstitutional by the Florida Supreme Court in 2006 — that
year 753 students participated
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Impact of School Choice on
Student Performance

Voucher Threat Improves Student Test Scores

Developmental Scale Score Points

Florida Supreme Court
eliminates Opportunity
Scholarship private
options and additional
student gains cease.

2004 2005

Data from Friedman Foundation Research

2006 2007
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An End to Social Promotion

* Emphasis on reading as a gateway to learning.
— 3 grade: students are learning to read.
— 4t grade: students are reading to learn.

* An end to social promotion in 3 grade.

— Students who score the lowest level (level 1 out of 5) in reading

on the 3 grade FCAT must be retained unless the student
meets good cause exemptions.

1 2 3 4 5

~ Below Below Grade Above Above
_Grade | Grade | Level | Grade | Grade
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State Reading Activities

Test-based promotion policy
Leveraged federal reading funds
State-approved district reading plans
Reading Coaches

Florida Center for Reading Research
Individual Student Intervention Plans

Early Literacy screening in kindergarten — 2" grade
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Retention Works

Manhattan Institute researcher Jay Greene did a study
on Florida’s third grade retention policy, after two years
of the policy, and found:

— Retained third graders made significant gains compared to
socially promoted students.

— These gains actually grew substantially from the first to the
second year after retention.

— Students who are socially promoted appear to fall farther behind
over time, while retained third graders are able to catch up and
succeed in later grades.

— Retention policies have had greatest impact on minority student
learning.
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High School Graduation Rate

Florida High School Graduation Rates on the Rise
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Incentivize Rigor

Florida Partnership for Minority &
Underrepresented Students:

* Free PSATs for all 10t Graders
* Professional Development for teachers to teach AP
* School Bonus for AP passage: $700 (created in the early '90’s)

* AP Teacher Bonus: $50 for every passing student score, up to
$2,000

* AP Teacher Bonus: $500 for first passing score in D or F school, up
to $2,000
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AP Exam Takers

Florida’s Hispanic Students

1999-2010:
505% increase
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AP Passing Scores
All of Florida's Students

140,000 :"‘ gl s R e e e g T o g Sty T o Q T
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Florida’s Coliege Board Partnership
(Free PSAT Tests, professional development and Teacher Bonus)
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AP Passing Scores
Florida's African American Students

7,000 e
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Opportunities to Teach

Alternative Routes to Teacher Certification:

* Prior to 2002, Florida state teacher certification was only
available to individuals who graduated from approved
colleges of education or subject area majors who took 20
credit hours of pedagogy.

* After 2002, Florida opened up multiple routes to teacher

certification:
— Full reciprocity with other state certificates
— Approval of NBPTS and ABCTE certificates
— Educator Preparation Institutes (at state community colleges for career changers)
— Local district alternative certification programs (on-the-job training)
— 2 years of teaching experience in post-secondary education
— Education minors
— Recognize Teach for America graduates for teacher certification (passed in 2011)

— Adjunct Certification — district-issued certificate for part-time educators 45
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Teacher Quality Reforms

Passed in 2011

* Teacher staffing

— Eliminated LIFO (last in, first out) policies. When a district makes a
decision on reductions in staffing, they must look at performance, not
seniority. |

— Principals have the authority to not accept the placement of any
teacher in their school who is not rated effective or highly effective.

— Parental notification: Parents who are placed in classrooms with
teachers who are evaluated as ineffective or needs improvement must
be notified of this designation.

« Teacher Tenure Reform:
— Any new teacher hired after July 1, 2011 is on an annual contract.
— Existing tenured teachers retain their tenure; however, there is an
expedited process for removing a tenured teacher if the teacher is
evaluated as unsatisfactory or needs improvement.
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School Choice

G Tolnaiton dor
3 Fennmne

* McKay Scholarships for Students with Disabilities
* Corporate Tax Credit Scholarships

* Charter Schools

* Virtual Schools

* Vouchers for Pre-Kindergarten
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Florida Tax Credit Scholarships

Participation: 32,000 students
Eligibility: Students eligible for free or reduced priced lunch

Choices:

+ $4,106 scholarship in 2010-11 to a participating school. Starting
last year, the scholarship amount increases automatically by 4%
per year until it reaches 80% of per pupil funding for pubiic
school students.

* $500 for transportation to a public school in an adjacent district

Funding:
* Program capped at $140 million in 2010-11. Starting in 2010,

the cap will increase automatically by 25% if corporate
contributions exceed 90% of cap during the prior year
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Charter Schools

Participation: 137,000+ students

Reforms:
* Created “high performing” charters and charter systems that have additional

benefits for growth and expansion.
+ Grow enrollment
« Add grade levels
* Have a presumption of approval (i.e., fast pass) to open new charters in new
school districts)

* Authorized blended learning charter schools: those that mix traditional and
online instruction

* Authorized full-time virtual charter schools
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Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten

All 4 years olds in Florida are eligible to participate

Parents receive approximately $2,600 to send their child to a public
or private early-literacy program.

— 85% of parents select private schools.

—~ 22% of the providers are faith-based.

All students are measured based upon developmental and early
literacy readiness within the first 30 days of entering kindergarten.

The students “readiness rates” are tracked back to the pre-k
providers and the providers are “rated” in order to assist parents in
the selection of their child’s pre-k program.

The bottom performing 15 percent of providers must improve or lose
their eligibility to participate in the program.
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Virtual Education

Public School Choice - at the course level (passed in 2011)

* Florida students are allowed to take any online course offered by
any school district within the state, as long as the course is not also
offered in the student’'s home districts.

* The district that offers the course/provides the instruction receives
the funding.

High School Graduation

= Beginning with freshman students in 2011-2012 school year,
students will have to take an online course to meeting requirements
for high school graduation.
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Florida Elementary Students

Elementary School FCAT Reading
Grades 3,4 and 5
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Florida High School Students
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Florida Students with Disabilities

FCAT Reading
Students with Disabilities Grades 3-10
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COMPARING STATES TO FLORIDA’S AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDENTS

African-American students in Florida now outscore or tie the statewide reading average of all students
in eight states.
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Florida Rising in Ranks

* Florida is now #5 in Education Week’s Quality Counts Report — based upon
standards, accountability, teacher quality and student achievement.

* Goldwater Institute analysis of grade 4 NAEP Reading scores identifies
Florida’s Hispanic students outscoring statewide average of all students in
31 states and the Districts of Columbia.

* Florida’s African American (86%) and Hispanic (96%) students lead the
nation among their peers on the NAEP math.

* Florida was one of 3 states recognized as closing the achievement gap
between affluent and low-income students.

* Florida was one of 3 states recognized as closing the achievement gap
between white and black students in reading and math (4t grade).
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Contact Information

Foundation for Excellence in Education
P.O. Box 10691

Tallahassee, FL 32302

850-391-4090
www.EXxcelinEd.org
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